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Stichting De Mangoboom 

NEWSLETTER 35 – DECEMBER 2019

Dear Friends of De Mangoboom! 

2019 is almost over. Here is our Christmas Newsletter 

with the latest news from Burkina Faso. 

CHRISTMAS 

Christmas celebrations in the center are always special. 

Not only do we pay attention to the meaning of 

Christmas, the children also get to have a day of fun 

and of course there is Christmas dinner. This year the 

children will eat chicken; very special because chicken is 

never on the menu. 

 

BIRTHDAY 

About a year ago we welcomed the twins, Ras and 

Mao.  

 

They were born on the 19th of December. Their mother 

passed away the next day. There was no one to care for 

the two infants. For this reason, Action Sociale (child 

protection services) got us involved. We celebrated 

their first birthday in the center, realizing that without 

our help they would no longer be alive. 

BACK 

Brice is 3 years old. When 

he joined our center he 

was severely mal-

nourished and weighed 

only 1,7 kg (!). Action 

Sociale placed him with 

us because his life was in 

danger as long as he 

stayed with his family 

members. His grand-

parents stayed in touch 

with him during that 

time. Recently, we were able to permanently return 

him to his grandparents. We do hope and pray that he 

will find a loving environment to grow up in.  

PURCHASE OF LAND 

In the last newsletter we informed you about the 

purchase of a new plot of land. We’d like to take the 

opportunity to show you how such a transaction takes 

place in Burkina Faso. 

Just as in The Netherlands, it is not easy to find a 

suitable building location. There is activity going on 

almost everywhere and almost all available land 

already belongs to someone. However, we mobilized 

our local network and got in touch with a large family 

the leader of which recently passed away. The family 

was willing to sell us a piece of their estate. We 

inspected the estate and negotiated the price. The 

contract was then signed by various members of the 
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family, either with thumb print or signature, in the 

presence of witnesses. 

 

And that’s when things got complicated. We are used to 

a notary taking care of things but in Burkina Faso a long 

process awaited us. Some of the “neighbors” did not 

agree with the sale. That is to say, they wanted to get 

something before giving their consent. Others asserted 

that the sale robbed them of farmland; a rather 

peculiar argument since the plot had no structures and 

was not used for agriculture. 

 

At that point our local connections proved helpful. 

Every area has, in addition to official authorities, tribal 

leaders. A tribal leader rules with great authority and 

acts as arbitrator in disputes. He engaged in conver-

sation with all the parties concerned until they agreed 

to the sale. The plot of land is intended to host children 

who will otherwise have no future. Indirectly the village 

will profit from this through job creation and increased 

local commerce. 

With that the matter was still not entirely settled. The 

official paperwork awaited us. The plot of land needed 

to be officially measured. In large part, Burkina Faso’s 

land area is not administered by the Land Registry. 

Most land purchases need to be registered in the Land 

Registry. Failure to do so may result in loss of the plot in 

the future. 

 

Next, we registered all the paperwork at the municipal 

center in order to start the registration procedure. The 

municipal authorities did research into the history of 

the area. They made us draw up lots and lots of 

documents.  

We were then referred to a department of the regional 

district office. There the whole circus started all over 

again. Again there was an elaborate investigation and 

dozens of documents needed to be submitted, plans, 

budgets, and the like. The only problem was that said 

plans were still in development. Amazingly, the plans 

were approved regardless of their unfinished state. 

After many phone calls and even more plentiful visits 

approval was obtained here as well. 

We took these approvals to the capital of the province. 

Another investigation follows. But we finally got the 

promise that the land purchase will be registered by the 

Land Registry. 

WATERPROJECT 

We want to start as soon as possible with some form of 

agricultural development on our newly purchased land. 

In order to make this possible we first need to dig a 

water well. Are you willing to help us obtain the 

finances for both the drilling and a new pump system? 

For our upcoming plans too we will need additional 

resources. If you think you would be able to help us in 

this regard, we would greatly value your contributions. 

THANKING AND PRAYING 

 Thank God for the purchase of a new plot of land. 

Pray for the development of good plans.  

 Thank God for the help we are able to provide to 

children like Ras, Mao, and Brice. 

 Pray for the nation of Burkina Faso as well as the 

future of its children, especially those that are born 

in poverty. 

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR INVOLVEMENT AND 

SUPPORT THROUGH PRAYERS AND GIFTS! 

On behalf of the children in Burkina Faso.  


